
SURVIVE TO REVIVE



IN 2121, 
IF YOU WANTED TO VISIT THE EMPIRE STATE 
BUILDING, YOU’D HAVE TO GO SCUBA DIVING. 

PEOPLE ARE JUST TOO BUSY.  TRYING TO SURVIVE.

BUT IN A POST-APOCALYPTIC 
WORLD RAVAGED BY PLAGUES
AND NATURAL DISASTERS...

...NOBODY HAS 
TIME FOR THAT. 



AMONG THEM, INVIGILATOR STRAKE 
MOVES UNEASILY...

...BETWEEN 
THE PROTECTED 
CONFINES OF THE 
CHRYSALIS CLUSTER...



...THE NEAR
ANARCHY OF OLDTOWN...

...AND THE SEETHING 
INTRIGUES THAT LINK 
THEM BOTH. 



INITIALLY AN ADVOCATE 
OF THE CLUSTER ETHOS...

...WILL STRAKE’S 
VIEWS CHANGE?

...MIGHT SACRIFICE TOO MANY 
ON THE ALTAR OF PRINCIPLE. 

HE MAY SEE THAT STRICT OBEDIENCE 
TO THE CLUSTER’S PRECEPTS...



...FROM HIS EYRIE IN THE OUTPOST 
IN OLDTOWN...

BUT FIRST THINGS FIRST...

...HE HAS A MURDER 
TO SOLVE.



ALAN FAWCETT AND SHADI MALLAK





A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE WORLD

Of course, it all began with the multi-nationals 
(MNs). Having come to rival national governments
 in power, they foresee the possible consequences 
of their predatory economic practices and total 
disregard for the environment, and in the early 
2050s, start construction of Clusters of protected 
domes, where key personnel and knowledge can 
be safeguarded. These Clusters are built near cities 
on the great TGV underground train line construct-
ed in the 2030s. 

But the MN heyday doesn’t last long. 
The environmental chickens come home to roost 
with a vengeance. Ozone depletion has been going 
on for too long and viral infections begin mutating, 
creating pandemic a�er pandemic. 

Especially dangerous are viruses that tamper with 
the human genome that escape from MN labs 
during their experimentation in biological warfare.  

In 2070, the succession of plagues wipes out 25% 
of the North American population in a year. 

“IN 2077 THE LAST FUGITIVE 
TRUMP AND DU PONT HEIRS 
ARE SEIZED AND DECLARED 
TO THE SUN IN THE NOW 
VERDANT TROPICAL OASIS 
OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC”

When people realize the MNs are 
responsible, the first of the Cluster Insurrections 
takes place, put down savagely by the MNs and 

the governments that back them, including 
the antiquated UN. Reformist forces within 
the UN and federal governments form the 
General Authority (GA). The GA issues the 
Global Declaration that outlaws MNs and 
authorizes the seizure of their assets. The 
rudiments of the Cartel systems are put 
in place. 

For e�ciency’s sake, each Cartel is assigned 
a specific task, for example, the Health Cartel.

The Cartels take over the Cluster domes, and do 
their best, but it's too little, too late. Crop blight 
becomes more common and famine begins 
to rear its ugly head even in the industrialized 
world. Both polar caps are melting at an 
unprecedented rate, with coastal water levels 
rising. 

Luxembourg-sized icebergs breaking o� are no 
longer uncommon. Wild weather becomes 
a constant.
 
These are the Terrible Times. People flock to the 
Clusters for protection. Huge tent cities spring up 
around the Clusters in the OldTowns, overseen by 
the GA Disaster Mitigation Committee. 

But resources are strained to the limits because 
the clusters (and cities around the world) can barely 
feed themselves. Very few are admitted to the 
Clusters.
 
The straw that breaks the camel’s back comes in 
the form of a megatsunami, a 300-foot wall of water 
that hits the Eastern seaboard. 

The entire Atlantic seaboard is under a hundred feet 
of water and anything near the Great Lakes 

or nearby is toast.  Boston, New York, Baltimore, 
Washington, Miami, New Orleans and the rest of 
the Gulf Coast to all intents and purposes cease 
to exist in a little less than 15 minutes. 

Similar disasters occur in coastal Europe. In the U.S. 
alone, 100 million people die with the first onslaught 
of the waves. And tens of millions more in 
the a�ermath.

“SURVIVE TO REVIVE”

But the domed Clusters still have the knowledge 
base to survive if they have the discipline.

In the early decades of the 22nd century, 
privation eases in the Clusters. Tofu is available 
in the quantities needed to nourish everyone. 
Anxiety over mere survival is over, and Cluster 

residents are actually living in somewhat 
parsimonious comfort.

At the end of the second decade, their foodstu�s 
begin to be grown in greenhouses in the domes, 
including livestock in very limited quantities. 

The best stu� goes to top Cartellans first, 
but some begins to trickle down to even the lowest 
levels. Not only is fish seen once a week on tables, 
but amazingly, occasionally, twice a week. 
And rumors are rife that greens are on the way. 

We are now in 2121.

And in OldTown, things are entirely 
di�erent.
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MEGATSUNAMI TOFU NOURISHES CLUSTERS LUCAN STRAKE APPOINTED OLDTOWN INVIGILATOR
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12 CARTELS

FOOD CARTEL 
OXYGEN CARTEL 
WATER CARTEL 
HEALTH CARTEL 
MANUFACTURING CARTEL 
TRANSPORTATION CARTEL

 

ENERGY CARTEL 
PROVISIONING CARTEL 
RECOVERY CARTEL 
REGENERATION CARTEL 
ENTERTAINMENT CARTEL 
THE PROTECTORATE 

CHRYSALIS CLUSTER
Home to 1 million people 
living in ziggurats in 
8 di�erent domes.

Tofu nourished and now 
fish once a week; rumours 
of greens coming soon.

DNA screening for exit 
and entry to Domes and 
OldTown -- get infected 
and you don't get back in.

CHRYSALIS UNIVERSITY

WALK OF MARTYRS



OLDTOWN
Home to 500 thousand people 
living in the scavenged husk 
of a large city.

Life can be good for a select few; 
tough for the rest.

Playground for Cartellans 
(Cluster residents) who have 
the credits to go there.

LANDMARKS
THE STRIP -- OldTown playground
FERAY'S AND CMAX -- saloons / entertainment spots 
/ restaurants / brothels for the elite of Cartel and OldTown
SUTEK'S -- a special place 
ZUMAN -- lower-life haunt catering to hard-core fans 
of gilling (body modification)
THE FREE CLINICS -- sta�ed by volunteer medical sta� 
from the Cluster and OldTown personnel
THE TOFU FARMS
TRUE SOURCE WATER TEMPLE

FERAY’S BALLROOM

SUTEK’S EMPORIUM



THE PROTECTORATE
 
Their own dome and 
3 branches.

Home to Lucan Strake, 
Invigilator of the Cluster Outpost 
in Old Town.
 

EFFECTORS
REGULATORS (police)
FACILITATORS (detectives) 
INVIGILATORS (a special breed) 
THE WATCH (patrol security outside the Domes)

EVALUATORS
Evaluate projects, personnel and Cartels for e�ciency
Control credit allotment and credit network

MEDIATORS
ARBITRATORS (judges) 
ADVOCATES (lawyers, either prosecutors or defense)

THE WATCH CHECKPOINT

EVALUATOR REVIEW



LUCAN STRAKE
INVIGILATOR, ALSO KNOWN AS "THE VIG"

 OF THE CHRYSALIS CLUSTER PROTECTORATE
IN THE CLUSTER OUTPOST IN OLDTOWN



MARAT
MERCENARY; PROVENANCE UNKNOWN;

CURRENTLY OSTENSIBLY WORKING
FOR MILO GONCHAR, OWNER

OF CMAX IN OLDTOWN
AND RIVAL OF LOUCHE FERAY



DELF GONCHAR
SON OF MILO GONCHAR;

HEIR NOT-SO-APPARENT WITH DELUSIONS
OF THUG GRANDEUR





LOOKING FROM OLDTOWN, OVER THE STRIP, 
UP TO THE DOMES OF THE CHRYSALIS CLUSTER



INTERIOR VIEW OF THE ZIGGURATS
OF THE HEALTH CARTEL DOME



INTERIOR VIEW OF THE PROTECTORATE DOME,
SHOWING THE PROTECTORATE HQ AND THE WALK OF MARTYRS



INTERIOR VIEW OF STRAKE’S UNIT
IN THE PROTECTORATE DOME



INTERIOR VIEW OF STRAKE’S UNIT,
SHOWING THE DATA WALL



CARTEL DOMES’ EXIT PORTALS TO THE BRIDGE
ON THE WAY TO OLDTOWN



CHRYSALIS CLUSTER’S PROTECTORATE OUTPOST
IN OLDTOWN



INTERIOR VIEW OF PROTECTORATE OUTPOST
WITH STRAKE GAZING OUT AT OLDTOWN FROM HIS WAR ROOM



NIGHT SCENE OF THE OLDTOWN STRIP



INTERIOR VIEW OF ZUMAN, DELF GONCHAR’S HANGOUT
AND HOME TO “WILDEBEEST” CULTURE IN OLDTOWN



EXTERIOR VIEW OF SUTEK’S EMPORIUM AND LAB



SUTEK’S SECOND FLOOR OUTER OFFICE



SUTEK’S SECOND FLOOR LAB




